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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference
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Remembering  
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Bishop Morgan Passes Away
Mississippi Conference staff person Rev. Jimmy Carr and others 
reflect on the life of Bishop Robert C. Morgan and his gifts to The 
United Methodist Church.   <<See page 4 for story>>

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.

Women’s History Month 
Resources
March is women’s history 
month and the United Method-
ist Commission on the Status 
and Role of Women has made 
available several resources 
to help people celebrate the 
courage and commitment of 
women. For more information, 
visit http://www.gcsrw.org/Re-
sources/Worshipresources.
aspx.

In This Issue
How I Became a Disciple   2
word POWER   2
Bishop’s Journal   3
Connecting   4
Administry   6
Faith Communities   6
Students   7
Save the Date /  
Announcements   8
Employment   11
Recipe   12

For the latest, up-to-date infor-
mation about the 2014 Annual 
Conference, visit http://www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1422.

Matthew 22:37-39

Matthew 22:37-39

Micah 6:8

Matthew 28:18-20

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church POWER

The
Weof

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org

L i v i n g  O u t



2

Apprenticeship is a Core Value for us in the Mississippi Conference. An apprentice is a person who is learning a craft 
or a trade from a master. An apprentice learns through immersion in the life, story and work of the master. The lan-
guage of apprenticeship is simply a new way of talking about the age-old mission of the church to make and to become 
disciples, that is, students of Jesus Christ. In each edition of The Circuit Rider during 2014, the Board of Discipleship 
will be offering a segment called “How I Became of Disciple” as a means of living out our Core Values. We hope you 
enjoy learning from your brothers and sisters who are telling of their journey in discipleship as we all seek to apprentice 
ourselves to our Master.

Rev. Chris McAlilly, 
Chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship

March 19, 2014
Discipleship at its best is about relationships. I grew up in Amory, Mississippi at First United Methodist Church where people showered 
me with love and affirmation. There were times when I would be the only person in a Sunday school class, but my teachers gave me 
their full attention. I would blitz them with questions like, “If God is all powerful, can God create a rock so big that God cannot lift it? 
What happens to people who live in secluded places and have never heard the gospel when they die? Why are women not allowed to 
be ordained in some denominations?” My teachers and youth leaders were gentle with me. They welcomed every question and loved 
me in the spirit of Jesus Christ.

My home church also took every opportunity possible to put children and youth in front of the congregation to read scripture and to 
narrate and perform Christmas plays, puppet shows, concerts and other church dramas. Some of us were even asked to preach on 
Student Day Sunday. These offerings promote self-confidence and Christian discipleship in young people.

I celebrate The United Methodist Church, which recognizes that we are all theologians. No matter our age, we have a witness to share. 
It is so important that our children and youth lead worship and serve in active ways in the life of our congregations.

When my parents took me to the altar on June 6, 1975, to be baptized, they did not know in full what they were doing. What they did 
know was that they could not nurture me in the faith by themselves. They trusted God and they trusted the congrega-
tion to help them. Almost every day I give thanks for my baptism in Jesus Christ, and that my parents entrusted my life 
into the hands of God and into the hearts of the people called United Methodists. Thanks be to God!

Rev. Claire Dobbs
Associate Ministry
Oxford University United Methodist Church

John 4:5-42
New International Version (NIV)
5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town 
to buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not 
associate with Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would 
have given you living water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?12 Are you greater 
than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

How I Became a Disciple

word POWER
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Dear Mississippi United Methodists,

A complaint filed against a United Methodist bishop must be processed in that bishop’s Jurisdictional College. 
Bishop Melvin G. Talbert is a member of the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops because he was elected 
to the office of bishop in the Western Jurisdiction. Therefore, the responsibility for holding Bishop Talbert ac-
countable lies with the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops who issued the press release below on March 
13, 2014. This is why this press release below comes to us from the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops.

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.  

Complaints Filed Against Bishop Talbert;  
Supervisory Process Initiated to seek ‘Just Resolution’
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Complaints have been filed against Bishop Melvin G. Talbert alleging he has violated the sacred trust of his office. Acting in accordance 
with United Methodist church law, a supervisory response has been initiated by Bishop Elaine Stanovsky of Denver. 

The Council of Bishops requested that complaints be filed against Bishop Talbert, of Nashville, Tenn., after he performed an October 
wedding for two men in Alabama. The bishop of the region, Debra Wallace-Padgett, had asked him not to perform the ceremony. The 
Executive Committee of the Council of Bishops also made this request. 

Bishop Stanovsky, president of the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops, has been assigned to guide the confidential supervisory 
process according to the provisions of the Church’s Book of Discipline. Bishop Talbert is a member of the Western Jurisdiction, where 

Bishop’s Journal

17 “I have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now 
have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the 
place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming 
and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

The Disciples Rejoin Jesus
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or 
“Why are you talking with her?”

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I 
ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”

33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”

34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months 
until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage 
and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another 
reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of 
their labor.”

Many Samaritans Believe
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more 
became believers.

42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 
this man really is the Savior of the world.”
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he served before his retirement in 2000. Church law requires that complaints against bishops be heard in the jurisdiction where the 
bishop is a member.

The supervisory response is a review of the bishop’s ministry which “shall be directed toward a just resolution” of the complaint. The 
supervisory team consists of two bishops working in consultation with one clergy and one lay member of the jurisdictional committee on 
episcopacy. 

The supervisory team carefully maintains the confidentiality of the supervisory response, as guided by the Book of Discipline. “We find 
that confidentiality protects the integrity of the process and provides the best hope of the parties reaching a just resolution and offering 
healing to the Church,” Bishop Stanovsky said. “We need the whole Church to respect the supervisory process and uphold it in prayer. 
Everyone involved takes their role very seriously and is working for a just, healing and faithful outcome.” 

For relevant positions of The United Methodist Church go to: 

www.rmcumc.org/new/component/content/article/425.html

www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-is-the-denominations-position-on-homosexuality1

www.umc.org/what-we-believe/para-363-complaint-procedures

www.umc.org/what-we-believe/para-413-complaints-against-bishops

Bishop’s On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• March 23, 2014 (Sunday)  
Asbury United Methodist Church in Petal will have Bishop Swanson as a guest speaker at the 10:40 a.m. service.

• March 30, 2014 (Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 11:00 a.m. service at St. Mark United Methodist Church in Gulfport.

• April 6, 2014 (Sunday) 
Eupora First United Methodist Church welcomes all the Webster County Cluster to attend their 11:00 a.m. service. Bishop Swanson will 
be the guest speaker at this morning worship service and the celebrant for Holy Communion.

Trinity United Methodist Church in Marks is having a dedication service at 3:30 p.m. and Bishop Swanson will be preaching for the 
service.

Remembering Bishop Morgan  
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

When Rev. Jimmy Carr found out that Bishop Robert C. Morgan had passed away, his initial 
reaction did not last long.

“I was saddened but immediately began to celebrate the life of a great person,” said Carr 
who is the director of ministerial services for the Mississippi Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church.  

A large framed picture of Bishop Morgan hangs in the hallway at the conference office 
among other photos of Mississippi Area bishops.  A gold name plate dates Morgan’s tenure 
as bishop from 1984 to 1992. 

“You never saw him and didn’t smile, and he was always happy to see you, very hospitable 
and very accepting of all persons. He was a great church leader, a person who loved Christ 

and a person who loved The United Methodist Church and believed 
that the best for The United Methodist Church was in our future,” said 
Carr, whose wife was on the conference staff during Morgan’s resi-
dency in Mississippi.

In 1988, Robert “Bob” Whiteside served on Morgan’s cabinet as 
Senatobia District superintendent. Whiteside a retired elder joins the United Methodist connection in reflecting on 
Morgan’s life and recalling his influence on Mississippi.

“He had the gift of knowing persons in the conference and the ability to know the personality of the church when 
he would assign pastors,” said Whiteside.

Many people would agree that Morgan’s notable accomplishment in the Magnolia state was the merger of two 
conferences in Mississippi.

Connecting

Bishop Robert C. Morgan

Retired elder, 
Robert “Bob”  

Whiteside
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“Not anyone would be able to unite those two conferences the way that Bishop Morgan did.  Bishop Morgan was the kind of leader that 
could deal with opposition and he knew when to move forward, and when to move back,” explained Whiteside. 

The 2013 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference marked the 25th anniversary of that merger and the present Episcopal leader, 
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., invited Bishop Morgan to be a part of the celebration, which he accepted.  It was common knowledge 
then that the beloved Bishop Morgan was in good spirits with health problems. He was 80 years old.

More Mississippi Conference Media Featuring Bishop Morgan
To view video of Bishop Morgan addressing the Mississippi Annual Conference, go to http://www.livestream.com/my_msumc/video 
and advance the video approximately 40 minutes. To read an article about the 25th Anniversary Conference Merger in the 2013 Special 
Edition of The Circuit Rider, visit http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/870EA8F4A7C248718884D01C639FA235_Circuit Rider Special 
2013 web.pdf and see page 12.

A report (http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishop-morgan-leader-of-leaders-dies) from the United Methodist News Service 
includes comments from bishops across the connection on the passing of Bishop Morgan.14 session of annual conference, visit the 
Mississippi Conference website at www.mississippi-umc.org. Check it often for updates. 

Preparing for One Great Hour of Hour of Sharing Sunday March 30
Photo right: Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton and UMCOR general secretary Greg Forrester 
are planning for ongoing conversations around strengthening Mississippi Conference 
disaster response. 

The fourth Sunday in Lent enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UM-
COR) to reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. On 
Sunday, March 30, congregations worldwide will have the opportunity to participate in 
One Great Hour of Sharing, a time to give towards the efforts of UMCOR. This same 
fund helped places like Mississippi recover and rebuild following Hurricane Katrina 
which devastated Mississippi coastal communities. 

Greg Forrester, assistant general secretary for UMCOR, disaster response in the 
United States, spoke with Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, the Mississippi Conference direc-
tor of connectional ministries and communications during a recent Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference Disaster Academy.  They discussed the partnership be-
tween UMCOR and Mississippi United Methodists. Forrester also praised the conference for its work over the years.  Visit http://vimeo.
com/88354102 to hear Forrester’s greeting to Mississippi.

In preparation for One Great Hour of Sharing, pastors are being provided with materials to help them inspire congregations to donate 
while informing them about the United Methodist Committee on Relief. The One Great Hour of Sharing pastor’s kit offers:
The customized downloadable worship resources, devotional, bulletin inserts, graphic images and more. From children’s sermons, 
news release templates to Lenten Facebook images, this one-stop tool kit will simplify the pastor’s daily to-do list and enable them to 
share this giving opportunity visually, informatively and inspirationally. 

These tools, can be accessed at: 
 http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.8723217/k.A639/One_Great_Hour_of_Sharing_Pastors_Kit.htm

UMCOR is not subsidized by the United Methodist World Service Fund or apportioned funds. Without donations from United Method-
ists, UMCOR could not guarantee that 100 percent of all other funds raised for a disaster will be used for the specific cause. 

Johnson Editor and Co-Writer of New Book
Photo right: Rev. Sherry Johnson’s spiritual journey began as a child growing up in Indiana.  She is 
now telling the world about her experience in her book “Embodied Spirits.”

Chapter three of a newly released book, “Embodied Spirits: Stories of Spiritual Directors of Color,” is 
authored by a familiar name to the Mississippi Annual Conference and the Center of Ministry of Millsaps 
College in Jackson. The name is Rev. Sherry Johnson (pictured right). She serves as a candidacy men-
tor to the conference and also the associate director of the Center of Ministry at Millsaps College. 

In the book, Johnson and a dozen other spiritual leaders from around the world write about their faith 
journey as well as offer their insights on giving and receiving spiritual guidance.  Johnson is the only 
Methodist essayist featured. She and the group have been connecting since an international gathering 
and in recent years, they came up with the concept of the book. 

“Embodied Spirits” is a first-of-its kind collection of essays authored by ethnic-minority spiritual directors. 

The book is published by Church Publishing/Morehouse (www.churchpublishing.org), the publisher 
for the Episcopal Church and distributed by Abingdon Press. 
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Trinity UMC Children Living Out the Great Commission  
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communications Coordinator

Photo right: The youth of Trinity UMC are taking the word of 
God’s love outside the church. 

The children’s church of Trinity UMC in Marks, Mississippi recently 
shared the good news of Jesus at the busy intersection of Main 
Street and Martin Luther King Drive.  Latricia Turman recalled that 
when the children were first told that they would be going outside 
the church building to witness to others, they were very excited 
and eager to do so immediately.  They were not in the least ner-
vous about going because they had a life-changing message to 
share with others.

William Giles shared that the children had signs with written mes-
sages and they were shouting joyfully about the love of Jesus. 
The reaction from those passing by was overwhelming.  People 
stopped to learn more from the children while others honked their 
horns and waved. Some were smiling and receptive to the gospel 
message shared by the children’s faithful witness.  One person 
even gave a donation. 

Turman overheard the children commenting that, “we are making them happy!” She was not surprised by the children’s faith, enthu-
siasm and commitment because this is typical for them.  Giles said that the children enjoyed themselves and were not really ready to 
leave, but they returned before church dismissed to tell the news of their witnessing outreach.  There will probably be more witnessing 
events soon because the children are so eager to share God’s love both inside and outside the walls of the sanctuary.

ASU Wesley Grant Affords Full Figured Women’s Conference 
ASU Wesley Foundation, Inc. of Alcorn State University was awarded a Mississippi Annual Conference Connectional Ministries Grant 
which helped sponsor the 2nd Annual Full Figured College Women’s Conference.

Alcorn Wesley sponsored the first Full Figured Women’s Conference at the Wesley building in 2011 with over 75 participants. The con-
ference is an outreach opportunity, which increases membership for the campus ministry. This event also educates students about the 
benefits of having a holistic lifestyle.

Register for Administry Training          
The Mississippi Annual Conference treasurer’s office is offering another oppor-
tunity for people to attend  the Conference Council of Finance & Administration’s 
Administry training program. The East Jackson District has approved the train-
ing session at Forest United Methodist Church on March 29. Check-in begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and training will start shortly after 9:00. The cost of the training is 
$60.00 which covers lunch, snacks and all training materials. The training will be 
over by 4:30 p.m.   

This financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen 
the administrative and financial abilities of the local church treasurer, financial 
secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. 
Successful completion of the training session and assignments will result in a 
Mississippi Conference recognized church “administer.”

To register for the training, go to http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-local-church-administry-training-spring-session-
tickets-4306436668.

Administry

Faith Communities

The paperback is on sale at Cokesbury.com and Amazon.com. The Kindle edition is also available for download.

Johnson’s first book signing will be Saturday, March 29, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at Pentimento Books located at 302 
Jefferson Street in Clinton, Mississippi. It is a joint event with Rev. Steve Casteel who will be signing his Lenten devotional, “Down to 
Earth.
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The conference will be held Tuesday, March 25, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. at the ASU Wesley Founda-
tion building located on Highway 552 West (Dr. Walter Washington Parkway), a half mile from 
the Alcorn State University main campus entrance in Lorman, Mississippi. Pastor Kimberly 
Jones-Pothier will be the guest speaker.

Pothier is a sought after anointed speaker, life coach and mentor. She birthed the ministry Con-
quering Hell in High Heels while going through the healing process of her past. She is known 
on social media as “Real Talk Kim.” Pothier is married to executive pastor, Mark Pothier of the 
Church of the Harvest Fayette in Fayetteville, Georgia.

Photo right: Pastor Kimberly Jones-Pothier will be guest speaker at ASU Wesley Event.  
 
The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Siloam UMC Gives Health Kits 
Members of Siloam UMC recently delivered 12 health kits to the Starkville District Office. These 
health kits are being forwarded to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) for distribution 
to serve the most basic needs of people around the globe.

Health kits provide essential necessities to those who have been forced to leave their homes because 
of human conflict or natural disaster. Health kits are also used as learning tools in personal hygiene, 
literacy, nutrition and cooking classes.

To join in the effort and learn more details about building health kits visit http://www.umcor.org/UM-
COR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Health.

Central UMC Hosts “Am I My Sister’s Keeper?” 
The office of the family life center and outreach committee of Central United 
Methodist Church ended  spring break vacation with an all-female lock-in entitled 
“Am I My Sister’s Keeper?” It was held March 14-15. Members of Central and the 
community were invited to participate. Am I My Sister’s Keeper had four areas of 
concentration:

You’re God’s five star chic: five characteristics of a Godly woman
Bring it: what you see isn’t always the total picture
Discussion of statistical data affecting African-American tweens and teens
Where do we go from here?

The girls and their parents thoroughly enjoyed the event. 

“Activities like these help to lay the foundation for our young girls’ Christian educa-
tion as we make disciples for the transformation of the world,” said Michelle Henry, 
family life center director.

A similar activity for males is planned for April 18-19 and will be held in the family life center. To register your males or youth group call 
601-355-7858.

Photo right: A small group of girls attending the Central UMC’s event talk over a meal about a weekend planned to help them lead 
Godly lives.

Griffin UMW Quilts, Made With Care 
Griffin United Methodist Women in Starkville recently spent long dedicated hours 
sewing quilting squares  to assemble quilts for young people staying in the Methodist 
Children’s Homes in Clinton. A total of four twin size quilts were completed and each 
quilt was assembled with lots of love, patience, prayer and understanding.

Photo right: Jerry Jones and Eileen Car-Tabb show off quilts.
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Mississippi Conference Camps  
Invite You To “Send A Kid To Camp!”
By Rev. David Carroll, Chairperson of the  
Conference Camping Ministries Committee

At the 2013 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference, the Rev. Ted 
Giordano, former director of Wesley Pines Camp, Conference, and Retreat 
Center, was recognized for his exemplary work in the sharing of the Gospel 
as he received the Harry Denman Evangelism Award. For 17 years Giorda-
no carried out that ministry at Wesley Pines. Over the course of his tenure 
approximately 100 professions of faith were recorded each year-more than 
twice that of the largest churches in the annual conference. Thank you, Ted, 
for your good work.

That good work goes on at Wesley Pines, as well as at Camp Lake Ste-
phens, Seashore Assembly and hopefully soon at Gulfside Assembly, still 
recovering from the ravages of Hurricane Katrina. Hundreds of lives are 
being impacted by God’s good news and your United Methodist camps in Mississippi are committed to seeing that it continues. 

Unfortunately, every year there are children and youth unable to come to camp due to a lack of funds. In 2013 our camps funded 
scholarships for 145 campers at a total of $21,145. Given the transformational work that the camps are doing, we hate to think that any 
young person would miss the opportunity to encounter the living God because they could not make a payment to cover the costs.

How Can You Help?
Send a kid to camp! What a great way to participate in the sharing of the Gospel, especially with young people.

A contribution of $400 covers the cost of a five-night camp stay, or a $200 donation can provide half the cost. You may contribute indi-
vidually, or why not invite your Sunday school class or challenge your church to send a kid to camp? Just think of how many lives could 
be transformed if every church sponsored just one!

Each of our camping centers has started their registration period and space and availability are limited. We thank you for your generous 
support and we treasure the opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ through Christian education outdoors.

Send your donation to the camp of your choice or to the conference treasurer, David Stotts at 320-A Briarwood Dr., Jackson, MS 39206.

How to Make Financing College Easier   
Financing college can be a daunting challenge, but administrators at United Method-
ist colleges and  universities can provide some advice to make the task much easier. 
Natalie Bannon explains how to get started. To read more, go to: 
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/financing-your-education-in-a-tough-econ-
omy.

Photo right: Students work on computers in the library at Philander Smith College in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. Photo courtesy of Philander Smith College. 

Students

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Get Ready to Give for Missions Marketplace  
Missions Marketplace will be accepting items for the online missions auction soon! Proceeds 
from the  2014 marketplace, hosted by the conference Mission Committee and United Method-
ist Women, will benefit mission agencies and initiatives in every district in the Mississippi Annual 
Conference. Every United Methodist Church and affiliated mission in the state will soon be asked 
to submit at least one item valued at $25 or more for this mission fundraiser.

Once the auction is opened, district and conference websites will provide a link to the auction so 
everyone can see how well their items are doing and be able to bid on the hundreds of donated 
items. The auction will open May 1 and close the night of June 7. Auction items will be on 
display at 2014 annual conference in Jackson but bidding will all be online and open to everyone.
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Clergy Moving Day June 17, 2014
Bishop James Swanson, Sr. has designated June 17, 2014 clergy moving day for clergy transferring 
to  new appointments in the Mississippi Conference.

Joint Lenten Services — Aldersgate UMC and St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Aldersgate United Methodist Church and St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church are conducting joint Lenten Services each Wednesday 
evening at 6:00 p.m. through April 9. Both churches invite those in the surrounding Jackson community to attend these Lenten obser-
vances. The services will alternate between the adjacent churches, which began at Aldersgate on March 12.  Aldersgate is located at 
655 Beasley Road and St. Christopher’s address is 643 Beasley Road.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church will have Good Friday Service on Friday, April 18 at 6:00 p.m.

Asbury UMC Multicultural Interfaith Health Fair
March 22, 2014
Asbury United Methodist Church invites everyone to attend their Multicultural Interfaith Health Fair.   The event will be held Saturday, 
March 22, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Asbury UMC. The church is located at 225 W. College Avenue in Holly Springs, Missis-
sippi. People can come and get free health screenings ranging from blood pressure to body mass index.

Additional information will be given on childhood obesity, mental health, bullying and the Affordable Health Care Act. Activities for 
children include Create a Plate, Label Lingo, Southern Remedy and many more. Prizes will be awarded for healthy choices. For more 
information, persons may contact Rev. Zachery Beasley, pastor of Asbury UMC at zbeasley@aol.com or call 662-252-1766.  They may 
also call C.J. Tucker, event coordinator at 662-252-1766.

New Zion United Methodist Women Annual Women’s Day Program
March 23, 2014
New Zion United Methodist Church is having their annual women’s day program on Sunday, 
March 23 at 2:00 p.m. This year’s theme is “Mission-A Matter of the Heart” and the scripture 
comes from Psalm 119:36, “Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain.”New Zion 
UMC is located at 17 East Marion School Road in Columbia, Mississippi.

This year’s conference speaker will be Minister Mary Barnes Bogan, pictured right. A native of 
Mississippi, Bogan received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Work from Texas Southern 
University in Houston. In addition, she attended the University of Washington in Seattle where 
she received her Master of Social Work degree. Using wit and humor, Bogan is an engag-
ing presenter, trainer and speaker. She is a member of Damascus Baptist Church in Seattle, 
Washington.

All churches, soloist, poets and the general public are welcome to join New Zion in worship.

Brookhaven District Announces Youth Rally
March 30, 2014
The Brookhaven District will host a youth rally on Sunday, March 30 at Johnston Chapel UMC in Summit at 2:00 p.m. There will be a 
band, a guest speaker and elections. Afterwards, the young people will go to McComb for laser tag. For those youth groups not inter-
ested in laser tag, there will also be a glow in the dark mini golf course. The cost will be $10.00 per child. Organizers need to know how 
many youth will be attending. Please share the head count with Kim Burkett no later than Sunday, March 23.  She can be reached 
at youthlady@gmail.com. Fifth graders through 12th graders are welcome to this event.

CEU Training Event Meridian District
April 4-5, 2014
The Meridian District Office is hosting a continuing education unit (CEU) training event that will be open to clergy and laity Friday, April 
4 through Saturday, April 5. The district office is located at 6210 Hwy 39 North in Meridian. For more information call 601-483-6221.

Passion Play, “His Last Days”
April 17-19, 2014
Kosciusko First United Methodist Church presents its annual passion play, “His Last Days,” a live one-hour outdoor drama, on April 17, 
18 and 19 (Thursday, Friday and Saturday prior to Easter Sunday), at 8:00 p.m. The play will be held on the church’s lawn located 
at the corner of E. Washington Street and N. Natchez Street. Admission is free, a nursery is provided and parking for cars and buses is 
conveniently located nearby. The drama moves along locations on the lawn, so feel free to bring lawn chairs. For more information call 
662-289-1412 or email chur623@bellsouth.net.
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UM Clergywomen Leadership Seminar
May 5-7, 2014  

The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry is excited to invite you to the United Methodist Clergywomen Leadership Seminar, 
May 5-7, 2014. All UMC clergywomen are welcome! The seminar will be held at the Double Tree by Hilton in Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida. We will gather around the theme, “Where Grace Meets Power - Standing for Each Others’ Greatness.”

To register, go to: 
https://www.cvent.com/events/um-clergywomen-leadership-seminar/registration-b1b265967f194a5e9aa1c322a7c0ad47.
aspx?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+3-19-14&utm_campaign=3-19-14+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.

Advertise in The Circuit Rider - Special Printed Edition!
The Special Edition of The Circuit Rider will highlight the events of the 2014 Session of 
the Mississippi Annual Conference and contain the list of clergy appointments for the 
2014-2015 year.To place an advertisement in the special edition, send emails to recep-
tionist@mississippi-umc.org or call Tamica Smith-Jeuitt at 601-354-0515.

Ads requiring design and layout need to be submitted by 3:00 p.m. Friday, May 23, 
2014. Email information to receptionist@mississippi-umc.org.

The deadline for camera-ready ads (press quality PDF) is 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
May 28, 2014. Email your information to receptionist@mississippi-umc.org.

To download the ad specifications and prices, go to http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.
com/F3294FD7BFC040A39AB19479D3E83B4C_CR%20Special%20Ed%20Ad%20
sizes%202014.pdf?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+3-19-14&utm_campaign=3-19-14+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.  

Orders for bundles of the Special Edition of The Circuit Rider are not being taken this year.

Nominations for 2014 Annual Conference Awards
Have you submitted nominations for the following awards: Healthy Church Award, Denman Evangelism Awards, Emma K. Elzy Award 
or the Tobias Gibson Award? If not, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1427 to be directed to the Mississippi Annual 
Conference website where the information is posted.

Religion and Race Awarding Ministry Grants
The United Methodist Church’s Commission on Religion and Race (CORR) is seeking to fund “innovative, bold, high-impact initiatives” 
that will increase intercultural competency or support vital conversations about race, cultural diversity and systemic equity.

Share your idea for transforming the Church and the world. Apply today for a $20,000 to $80,000 CORR Action Fund grant. Annual 
Conferences, Churches, Seminaries, Jurisdictions and Caucuses--all are invited and eligible to apply.

We’ve created an easy-to-follow application process. Learn more by going to http://www.gcorr.org/CORRActionFund. Applications 
must be received via email to grants@gcorr.org no later than June 30, 2014.

Order Your FREE Good Friday Fast Materials By April 4
The Society of St. Andrew Good Friday Fast booklet is all new for 2014, with readings, meditations and  prayers 
for each mealtime through which you fast between Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Written for you by the Rev. 
Youtha C. Hardman-Cromwell, a professor at Wesley Theological Seminary, these meditations will challenge you 
to deeper faith as you walk with Jesus from the Last Supper to Gethsemane, Golgatha, the darkness of the tomb 
and the joy of the Resurrection on Easter morning.

The booklet includes options for one day and up to three days’ fast. Order one booklet for each participating 
household. You may order online at http://endhunger.org/lent.htm or by calling 800-333-4597. Order the book-
let by April 4 for timely delivery.

Trinity UMC Brandon Food Pantry Now Open
The hand to hand food pantry ministry is up and running.  If you know of someone who might need a helping hand, please have them to 
contact one of the team members, Dolly Johnson, Alice Singleton or Lois Sutton at commteam@trinityumcbrandon.com.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Clear Lake United Methodist Church full-time Director of Student Ministry - Houston, Texas
Clear Lake United Methodist Church (www.clearlakemethodist.org) in Houston, Texas, is seeking a full-time Director of Student Ministry to join 
their team.  Located near Johnson Space Center in a metropolitan area, Clear Lake is an active and friendly church who is Christ-centered 
and mission minded. The Director of Student Ministry will work with the Student Leadership Team and the staff to develop and grow a well-
balanced student ministry based on the church’s three-part strategy of Worship, Connect, and Serve.

The Director of Student Ministry will have the following primary responsibilities:
• Provide leadership in all student ministry programming and supervise student ministry staff.
• Develop relationships with students from 6th to 12th grade, their families, and volunteers.
• Equip by recruiting and training parents and volunteers; and, by seeking personal growth opportunities.
• Ensure that student ministry records and facilities are well kept and tended.
• Nurture students and families throughout life events.

Qualified candidates will have:
• A personal commitment to Christ
• Joy in teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ
• Experience in a student ministry, preferably a large church setting, and in planning events with a strength in delegation
• Excellent written, verbal, and interpersonal communication skills
• Skilled with technology

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resume to Jenny Sanders at Jenny@clearlakemethodist.org.

• Crystal Springs United Methodist Church part-time Music Director - Crystal Springs, MS 

The Crystal Springs United Methodist Church has an opening for a part time Music Director whose principal function will be to plan, develop, 
coordinate, implement and direct all aspects of the Church Chancel Choir music program in accordance with Methodist Discipline under the 
guidance of the Pastor.  A more complete job description is available upon request.  Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED 
(prefer a BS/BA degree) and possess a broad knowledge in the field of church music with experience in church music programs. Applicants 
should possess good communication skills and be able to work with Church staff.  Benefits and salary will be dependent upon experience/
education/time commitment.  CSUMC is an ‘at will’ employer.  

Resumes, postmarked no later than April 1, 2014, should be sent to the attention of Paul Davis, SPRC Chairperson, Crystal Springs 
United Methodist Church, 306 West Georgetown Street, Crystal Springs, MS  39059.
Crystal Springs United Methodist Church is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Questions should be directed to Angela Thomas at 601-892-1357 or treascsumc@bellsouth.net.

• Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church full-time Director of High School Ministries - Birmingham, AL
Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church (http://vhumc.org), located in the Birmingham, AL area, is searching for a full-time Director of High 
School Ministries for the student ministry.  The Director will engage students in their faith formation with a strong emphasis on building rela-
tionships with students and the volunteers in the student ministry. The Director will recruit, train and empower laity to oversee aspects of the 
student ministry as well as the weekly programming.  The Director will work in conjunction with the Associate Pastor for Spiritual Formation, 
Chair of the Youth Council, the Middle School Director, student ministry interns and administrative staff. 

VHUMC is currently serving 175+ students with a full array of programs for more in-depth growth and events for fellowship and connection.  It 
is an established ministry and highly valued by church members. Components include a strong music program (with a youth choir, hand bell 
choir and youth praise band), Sunday School, Middle School Wednesday Morning Breakfast, Sunday Night Youth Group, special events, mis-
sion trips, dedicated youth space and weekly small groups.

VHUMC is seeking an individual who: 
• Demonstrates a commitment to Jesus Christ
• Understands the importance of this role in the Body of Christ
• Embraces the United Methodist doctrine and support the ministry and vision of VHUMC
• Has a bachelor’s degree
• Has at least five (5) years of student ministry experience
• Seeks to minister to and with students and the adult volunteers who serve in the ministry
• Serves as a team member with a diverse group of volunteers as well as church staff
• Has strong verbal and written communication skills 
• Has the ability to manage multiple event ministries well and is highly organized
• Exhibits the ability to empower teams of adult volunteers

Those interested and qualified for the position should send a cover letter and resume to Rev. Kipp McClurg at kmcclurg@vhumc.org. 

Employment 
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Cathy’s Spinach Supreme  
2 packages of frozen chopped spinach
1 package of frozen, or 1 can artichoke hearts
1 (3 oz.) package reduced-fat cream cheese
1 stick of butter
Bread crumbs
Salt and pepper, to taste 

Cook spinach and drain (if using frozen artichoke hearts, cook at same time). Line bottom of casserole with artichoke hearts (drained 
and quartered). Have butter and cream cheese at room temperature. Cream together and mix with spinach; add salt and pepper. Pour 
over artichokes. Cover lightly with bread crumbs. Bake at 350 degrees until warm, about 30 minutes.

— Sherry Crabb, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Methodist Tested Recipes

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg


